.     AN ACTORS STRIKE.                       7*
the prologue, which is simply headed " Spoken by Mr. Macklin." The piece seems too witty and clever a doggerel to have been the unaided work of Macklin, and it is at least curious that Kirkman, a great hero-worshipper, does not attribute it to him. In any event, it is worth quoting at length, as a good specimen of eighteenth-century prologues, and one can imagine that, whether or not] Macklin had written the piece, he was, of all actors, the man to give it adequate and conspicuous point, and it was manifestly written by one who thoroughly understood his peculiarities and his then position on the stage. .
THE  PROLOGUE.
(Spoken by Mr. Macklin?)
"GENTLEMEN AND LADIES, " We must beg your indulgence, and humbly hope you'll not
be offended, At an accident that has happened to-night, which was not in
the least intended, I assure you : if you please, your money shall be returned.
But Mr. Garrick to-day,
Who performs a principal character in the play, Unfortunately has sent word,' 'Twill be impossible, having so
long a part, To speak to the Prologue:' he hasn't had time to get it by
heart.
I have been with the author, to know what's to be done, * For, till the Prologue's spoke, sir,' says I, ' we can't go on/ ' Pshaw ! rot the Prologue !' says he ; ' then begin without it.' I  told   him 'twas impossible, you'd   make   such  a   rout
about it;
' Besides, 'twould be quite unprecedented, and I dare say, Such an attempt, sir, would make them damn the play.' ' Ha! damn my play !' the frighted bard replies,